BAC/PAC Meeting
2.12.26

With
Principal Garcia,
Ms. Glaser &

Dr. Purvis from CICS




Let's begin

with

PAWSsitive
News!




CICS Northtown Academy has been awarded the
Padres Comprometidos Grant totaling $5,000!

UnidosUS's Padres Comprometidos program offers a cohort of 30
parent participants for the Spring 2026 program cycle. UnidosUS's
Padres Comprometidos program is an 8-week parent engagement
initiative designed to build the capacity of Latino parents to support
their children’s academic success, tfrom preschool through high
school.
The program helps parents navigate the U.S. school system, develo

college-going goals, and build confidence in advocating for

children's education.




We're seeing ACT Growth

5Y25-26 BOY Composite Averages - Grades 9,10,& 11 | 5Y25-26 MOY Composite Averages - Grades 9,10, & 11

Leores for Septemiber Test (MTA ACT Dela Enhanced Sept 202%) >rores for anuary fes (MIA &L T Boho Enhanced 1-1%-20)

Growth in Composite Averages - Grades 9,10, & 11

SCore BOY MOY Change
-, Composite 14.5 17.7 +3.2
English 12.] 15.0 +21.9
Math 17.7 19.5 +1.8
Reading 137 15.7 +5.0
Science 4.8 17.4 +2.6




ALL STUDENTS

- At MOY, 41% of 9th-T1th Grade Students met or ACT
exceeded GL Expectations in English

- At MOY, 31% of ?th-11th Grade Students met or
exceeded GL Expectations in Math

- At MOY, 27% of 9th-1th Grade Students met or G rOWt h

exceeded GL Expectations in Reading
- At MOY, 22% of $th-11th Grade Students met or

exceeded GL Expectations in Science i

- At MOY, 41% of 9th-11th Grade S5tudents met or
exceeded Spts Growth in English

- At MOY, 40% of 9th-11th Grade Students met or h -t '
exceeded Spts Growth in Math a p pe n I n g ®

- At MOY, 39% of ?th-11th Grade Students met or
exceeded Spts Growth in Reading

- At MOY, 58% of 9th-THh Grade Students met or

exceeded Spts Growth in Science




ACT & PreACT
2026 Goal

We are focused on growing

every student 3 or more points

on the SY26 Spring ACT.




What is the ACT and
PreACT?

e The ACT and PreACT Tests are digital,
multiple-choice exams that all lllinois High

Schools administer in the Spring.
e The PreACT test prepares 9th and 10th
Grade students tor the 11th Grade ACT.




Why is it important to do
well on the ACT and PreACT?

educational opportunities

N

e Doing well on the ACT can hel s’ruden’rsge’r into college

e 88% of US colleges consider ACT test scores in their
admissions decisions

e The ACT gives students information on careers they might
enjoy

e High ACT scores can lead to scholarship and tinancial aid
opportunities.




How does Northtown
prepare students?

e Classrooms lessons are connected to an
ACT priority standard each week

e Classroom lessons will match grade level
rigor and will build ACT aligned skills

e Administered 2 full-length practice interims
in the tall and winter to prepare students tor

spring testing




Tuesday, April 14, 2026:

The State

e Mandatory attendance for 11" graders and
2-day PreACT testers

e School Day: 8:00am - End of Test (varies)

e PURPOSE: lllinois, CPS and Meridian
Graduation Requirement

e GOAL: Each student demonstrates 3+ point
growth from Spring PreACT Secure score




Thursday, April 16, 2026:
Pre ACT

e Mandatory attendance for 9" and 10" graders
and 2-day ACT testers

e School Day: 8:00am - End of Test (varies)

e PURPOSE: To prepare students for the ACT
during " Grade; required by CPS & Meridian

e GOAL: Each student demonstrates 3+ point
growth from Spring PreACT Secure score




Additional Information
e Students will receive their IEP and EL testing

accommodations during all test sessions.

o Students with 2-day testing accommodations will receive that
accommodation

o All students are opted into all accommodations. Families must
request in writing it they want to remove their testing

accommodations.

e Lunch will be provided to all students in attendance

during each testing day
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Universal Supports

universal supports include, but are not limited to,
the following:

e Admission ticket used as scratch paper

e Working on scratch (blank, lined, or graph)
paper (provided in the testing room)

e Use of a calculator that meets the ACT
Calculator Policy for mathematics section

e Repetition of general administration
directions, if requested

e Asking for clarification of verbal instructions

e Marking items for review

e Color contrast

When testing online through the TestNav delivery

system, all students have access to built-in
accessibility features, including the following:

Answer masking

Color contrast adjustments
Embedded calculator

Full screen enlargement (zoom)
Highlighter

ndicator of time remaining
Keyboard navigation

_ine reader/visual tracking support tool
Marking items for review




EL Supports

EL supports are limited to the following provisions:

e ACT-authorized word-to-word bilingual dictionary/glossary
e Translated test directions, provided by ACT on your program's ACT-hosted

webpage
e One and one-half time, single day
e Small-group testing




ACT & PreACT Prohibited Behavior

1. All items brought into the test site may be searched. [tems

suspected of being used to engage in misconduct may be

confiscated and retained.

2.Cell phones, smart watches, fithess bands, and any other

devices with recording, Wi-Fi, internet, or communication

capabilities are prohibited. You may not handle or access

such devices during testing or during breaks.

3. All electronic devices must be powered

sight. Turning your device to silent or air

off and stored out of

plane mode is not

acceptable. Alarms, vibrations, or notitications of any kind may

not sound.
4.You may not give or receive assistance

oy any means. This

includes looking at another person's test.




ACT & PreACT Prohibited Behavior

5.The test is confidential and remains so even after the exam is

complete. You may not remove any materials from the test

room. You may not discuss or share tes

during test administration, during break

- questions or answers
s, or after the test.

6.You may not disclose test questions or answers in any way or at

any time, including through social media, in whole or in part.

/.Testers may NOT change seats. Testers must sit in the same

seat in their testing room since seating

ACT and PreACT.

charts are submitted to

8.Finally, eating, drinking, and the use of tobacco or reading

materials are not permitted in the test room.




ACT & PreACT Prohibited
Behavior

If a student is observed or suspected of
engaging in prohibited behavior, you will be

dismissed and your test will not be scored.




Test preparation

e Attend all classes on time everyday.

e Participate in all ACT preparation during classes.

e Students should be well-rested and eat a
healthy breaktast betore testing.

e Students bring charged chromebooks to school.

e Arrive on time on testing days.

Follow all ACT rules - especially the fechnologyJ

and electronics rules!!!!



Want to
J /J advocate
«* for your
= child's
school?

Join us in Springfieldto
meet elected officials,
connect with other charter

Feb. 18 and 19 famili.es, and see democracy
In action.

Feb. 24 and 25 This is a fully paid trip—

transportation, hotel lodging, and all
meals will be provided.

Mal'. 24 and 25 We will leave at 8:00am on day 1
and return by 6:00pm on day 2.

Apr. 14 and 15

Email Allison at
ajack@incschools.org to sign-up.

Springfield
Advocacy




Upcoming BAC/PAC Meetings

Q4: Fri.5/8/26 @ 12:00-1:00pm --
Celebrations & Strategic Planning for
2026-2027

All meetings are hybrid and

will have interpreters!
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Q&A

with
NTA & CICS




Q&A with NTA & CICS

How is CICS Northtown Academy creating a safte,
attirming, and demanding environment for
students—and what adjustments would most

benetit your student’s experience?




